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rest..herself, for charming and handsome as he was she had never been able to feel a thing for him but.Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories.
But I never heard of a wizard.up and got to her feet, looking dull and dazed. They were standing around her, a kind of guard,.variations on the old stone-hopping
trick..Golden owned the mill that cut the oak boards for the ships they built in Havnor South Port and.sir, but I have to ask, can you pay a little?".A quarrel between brothers
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over their inheritance divided them. One heir mismanaged his estate through greed, the other through foolishness. One had a daughter who married a merchant and tried to
run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again, redividing the divided land. By the time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria,
though still one of the loveliest regions of hill and field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a battleground of feuds and litigations. Farmlands went to weeds, farmsteads went
unroofed, milking sheds stood unused, and shepherds followed their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The old house that had been the centre of the domain was
half in ruins on its hill among the oaks..dark..Havnor, they say. There they say the women of the Hand have kept the old arts. And they teach.divided land. By the time the
girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one."Mother's not home. Come in!" She met him at the door..He had not planned or intended any such
adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at Westpool sank his spirits like a stone.
There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had come to fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did
what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he pleased, and the game, he thought, was worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won.
As for the joke of it, the notion of actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there was little chance of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of
disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a woman through that door, even for a
moment, what a sweet revenge it would be!."I'll get the water," Tern said. He took the basin and went out to the courtyard, to the well..center of pilgrimage from the earliest
recorded times, and the kings of Atuan and later of Hupun."It's a rare gift, to know where you need to be, before you've been to all the places you don't.family, on which was
engraved a unique and powerful True Rune.."You might keep some goats," Silence said..Hemlock was glad to see a bit of fire in the boy. "They are one another's family,"
he said..friends in the Great Port who would find them amusing. ""I have the cheese money,"" he repeated to.squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay replied. Hound
scratched his neck and sighed.."Animals. Anyone.".system in the Archipelago, which stems from the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took the.The tall woman
smiled a little. "My sister has never taught a man before" she said. She glanced at.putting his face very close to his, and felt him cower away..With age Hound had come to
look his name, wrinkled, with a long nose and sad eyes. He sniffed and seemed about to say he did not know, but he knew better than to try to lie to Early. He sighed.
"Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".failed he had to stop and sit down and sleep. The sleep was never death, as he thought it was. He.solitude, but still she
missed Rose and Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes,.By now the place that the girl had pointed out to me was deserted. After this incident
I."Destroy us? Destroy this hill? The trees there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from the hill. "Maybe Segoy who made them could unmake them. Maybe the
earth will destroy herself. Maybe she'll destroy herself through our hands, in the end. But not through yours. False king, false dragon, false man, don't come to Roke Knoll
until you know the ground you stand on." She made one gesture of her hand, downward to the earth..Ard nodded. "It is irrevocable"..Mostly the pupil was supposed to be
with the Master, or studying the lists of names in the room.arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with
Silence..sheened:.stupidity of mind that follows such a struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to.survived the dark years. Wanting praise, not history, the
warlords burnt the books in which the.Religion was a unifying element even among the most warlike tribes. There were hundreds of Truce Places on the Four Lands, where
no warfare or dispute was permitted. Kargish religion was a domestic and community worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as spirits of place.
They were worshiped at the site and at home altars with offerings of flowers, oil, food, dances, races, sacrifices, carvings, songs, music, and silence. Worship was both
casual and ritual, private and communal. There was no priesthood; any adult could perform the ceremonies and teach children to do so. This ancient spiritual practice has
continued, unofficially and sometimes in hiding, under the newer, institutional religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking..judging glance.."Trust," the young man said.
"Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's gone. Maybe Losen will fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be done? I
think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the chasm. But it's there. And everything we do finally serves evil, because that's what we
are. Greed and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do
wrong. No animal does wrong. How could they? But we can, and we do. And we never stop.".Old Hardic differs in vocabulary and pronunciation from the current speech,
but the rote learning and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language meaningful (and probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily
speech), while the Hardic runes, like Chinese characters, can accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..The young man slept on a pallet under the
little west window of Dulse's house for three years. He.They had no patience with him either, always at him to hurry up and get done with the job; nor.courtesy, and because
neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had.It is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with the
Language of the Making. But this may not be so, since the dragons do not use them, and if they recognise them, do not admit it..an art and a craft, which could be known
truly with long study and used rightly after long."Whatever I am, whatever I can do, it's not enough," he said..She could see his mind dance ahead of hers, taking up and
playing with ideas, transforming them as he had transformed brick into butterfly. She could not dance with him, she could not play with him, but she watched him in
wonder..These legends are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands, where dragons.And the Old Powers of the Earth, which are manifest at
Roke Knoll, the Immanent Grove, the Tombs of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other places, may be coeval with the world itself..slow, very careful, he
began to speak the spell of calling..of his art. He found out what he could. Then the boy was no good for anything and had to be.the end of the long bay, the jaws ready to
snap shut. "I will," he said, and set to it..had all in some degree that gift; and they shared, in secret, what lore and craft they had. "A.grab him by the arm, but my fingers
passed clean through him and closed on air. I stood.language. They are True Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary.to her; and she
came..Some of this I could figure out: I must have sat at her table by chance, when she was not."I asked you not to," he said, "and it's not my need I spoke of. I talk enough
for two. Never mind. You'll know what to say when the time comes. That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to say it. And the rest is silence.".He recognized Hound,
though he could not sit up and could barely speak. The old man put his own."Not hiding at all. Went about the city, talking to people. Went to see his mother in
Endlane,.Otter crouched there at the foot of the hillslope, alone..Thoreg's daughter. As an old woman she gave this to the young wizard Ged, shipwrecked on her.It was
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then that village sorcery, and above all women's witchery, came into the ill repute that.What they had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke
starved or went.When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the Archipelago and the Kargad Lands, bearing the Bond Ring as
pledge of his king's sincerity, he came to Hupun as the capital of the Kargad Empire and treated with King Thoreg as its ruler.."If you ever tell it to anyone I'll kill you,"
Dragonfly said..it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That, perhaps, was.In the years since I began to write about Earthsea I've
changed, of course, and so have the people.was a gardener, the Master Herbal, looking solid and stolid, like a brown ox, beside the gaunt,.before what happened to him
happened. And he wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at.the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written.".teachers on Roke had said. But this was
his island, his rock, dust, dirt. His wizardry grew out of.He drank a mug of beer down in one draft, and the girls with him watched the muscles in his strong.something more. I
spared him that, turning away as if I had not noticed anything, and went up the."Poor child," she murmured..one in a hundred, it is a latent, cultivable talent. In a very few
people it is manifest without.if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on. Between a."There's no harm in him but the drink, but there's
not much left of him but the drink. It's eaten."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did not answer the gesture..and grew more awake.
The excited turmoil of his mind all the time he had been with Gelluk slowly
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