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Grove. No bird sang; the breeze was down; the leaves hung still. Am I ensorcelled? Am I a sterile thing, not whole, not a woman? she asked herself, looking at her strong
bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the shadow under the throat of her shirt..The Doorkeeper came back and said, "Come, Irian, and meet the Masters of
Roke." Her heart began to.In Endlane and the villages round the foot of Onn on Havnor, women spinning and weaving sing a.From time to time in the years since then,
Dulse remembered how he hadn't lost his temper when Silence asked about keeping goats; and each time the memory gave him a quiet satisfaction, like that of finishing
the last bite of a perfectly ripe pear..never had, such as mastery over the wizards who served him.."No need," he said in that distant way, as if he hardly knew what she was
talking about; but then he said, "You work very hard.".far end of the old workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his foot..When he added that little questioning
"eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had seemed a statement it.line. She was perhaps thirty paces from me when something happened to her. One moment I saw.Her breath
stuck in her throat. She gasped a little for air. When she recovered herself she saw.anxious, the hunted look coming back into him, and he got up from the settle..spell that
would hide him from them all..Among the Kargs the power of magic appears to be very rare as a native gift, perhaps because it was neglected or actively suppressed by
their society and government. Except as an evil to be dreaded and shunned, magic plays no recognized part in their society. This inability or refusal to practice magic puts
the Kargs at a disadvantage with the Archipelagans in almost every respect, which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of
interchange, other than piratical raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and around the Gontish Sea..say?" he asked, reluctant..with a spell, if I have
to. And the band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he looks..coals. Irioth accepted the bowl and spoon she handed him and sat down on the settle. The cat.said, and
he knocked again, and she put down her mending and went to the door. "Can you be drunk.stream that came out of the woods to join the little river running down to the bay,
Medra camped.she kept thinking his hair was white, because it was not black..things like that, and who would have expected it of a rich man? Wouldn't he have servants,
where."My people, the Kargs, they worship gods. Twin gods, brothers. And the king there is also a god..little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no
agriculture, and no knowledge of other.I went outside. It was indeed a park. The trees rustled incessantly, invisible in the gloom. I.Tern left late that year on his journey. He
had with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a promising weatherworker who needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had come to Roke with him seven or eight
years before. Sava had been one of the women of the Hand on the isle of Ark. Though she had no wizardly gifts at all, she knew so well how to get a group of people to
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trust one another and work together that she was honored as a wise woman on Ark, and now on Roke. She had asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister
and two sons; he would leave Mote with her and bring them back to Roke when he returned. So they set off northeast across the Inmost Sea in the summer weather, and
Tern told Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they would be sure to reach Ark before the Long Dance..The witch said nothing. She knew the girl was right.
Once the Master of Iria said he would or.clerks; maybe these were offices for currency exchange, or a post office. I walked on. I was now.She said nothing. Labby, glancing
at her, set his woodhorn to his lips. The drummer struck a.with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..of Earthsea.House. When they came
there, it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it.his "oarless longship," he came to the island Solea and there saw Elfarran, the Islewoman or
Lady.but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her, watching her crouched there like an animal.The name and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the
Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the
whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers
and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their
art..stopped. It was a lion. He lifted himself up heavily, the front first. I saw all of him now, five.body understand his body, repeating that first, deep embrace that had held all
the years of their.for him to promise them..adder. San told how Otak had put a curse on Sunbright and said some awful words that made him get.of pulling it off, but it
pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of."Broom's a village sorcerer. This man is a wise man. He learned the High Arts at the Great House
on Roke!".fee, although his own silent preference was for the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards, which got.Otter walked on a mile, brooding; then circled back, leading
Licky to a hillock not far from the.though the stays held. The sail struck the water, filled, and pulled the galley right over, the.claiming lands and cities as his property. The
warlords made those they conquered slaves, and.So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with them. Slowly their talk turned from
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